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No. 28 American Logation, Beirut, Lebanon 


May 17, 1943, 


ADJUSTMENT OF MINIMUM SALARIES AND WA 
AND SALARY AND WAGE INCREASES IN 7 ; 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
(Lebanon) i 


Prepared by James T. Scott. 


This office reported in despatch No. 251 of Januar 
7, 1942, that it was required of employers by Decree : 
No. 125/NI of December 15, 1941, to grant their employees 
Salary increases ranging from 20% to 100% based on sala- 
ries paid on September 50, 1936. The steady rise in 
commodity prices made it necessary to again adjust sala- 
rics and wagos to meet the incroased cost of living. 
Consequently a second decree, No. 204/NI, was issued on 
August 27, 1942, cancel the former decree and granting 
incroasos ranging from ‘to 120% in salaries paid on 
Decomber 31, 1939. 


However, despite tho substantial inorease granted in 
salaries and wages in the second decree, due to the con- 
tinued high cost of living there was still a considerable 
gap between tho cost of living and wages which made it 
necessary to issue on May 12, 19435, a third decree, 


No. 29/E.T., a copy and translation of which are enclosed. 
This deste Peet Decree No. 204/NI and stipulates the 
following provisions basod on salaries and wages paid on 


Decombor 31, 19592 
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(3) The employor is also required to pay 


his omployao g 
as follows; monthly family &llowanco 


1O Lebanese ° 
lo 2 Pp unds for wife 


" 1 minor child 
17.50 " n n 
25 " : : children 
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As a rosult of tho last decree No. 29 
father of three minor children who on Deceeeae at ass 


302.50 Lebancso pounds as of June 15, 1942, w 
receive according to the last decree a total ee 
compensation of 377.50 Lebanese pounds, 


It 1s reported that various Concerns have curently 
found it necessary to increase the scale of wages beyond 
that provided for in the last decree, No. 20/E.T, 
Included in this catogory is the Banque de Syrie et du 
Liban, the bank of issue which has ‘considerable influence 


The constant issuance of new decrees by the Govern~ 
ment increasing wages and salaries {illustrates the 
ineffectiveness of the measures taken to control the 


inflationary trend. 


Enclosures: 
1. Copy of Decree No. 29/E.T. 
dated May 12, 19435. 
2. Translation of above. 
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(Enclosure No. 1 to repo 
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(From "Le Commerce du Levant", Beirut, May 14 1943,) 
9 ° 


(Copy) 


Décrot-Légisiatir No. 29/59, 


Le Chof de 1'xtat » Chef du Gouvernement ’ 
ARRETE: 
Article ler. Le bardine applicable pow io caloul de 


l'indemnité de vio chére.prévu par 1 
du 27 aoft 1942 est modifié et Pixé Some eee? e/a 


A partir du ler Janvier 1943 ot usqu! 
lo salairo minimun dans los dntropriste dads teaver rare 
commerciales qui ne sont pas comprises dans 1! énumération 
de l'article 7 du présent décrot légialatir sera le 
ee effectif payé au 31 aécombre 1939 major des taux 
suivants: 


90% pour los tranches de salaires comprises entre 
S51 L.L. et 75 LL; 

60% pour los tranches de salaires comprises entre 
76 LL. et 100 L. 3 

30% pour los tranches de salairos excédant 100 L.L. 
par mois. 


Article 2. Pour l'application du barame aux salaires 
journaliers, hobdomadaires et & 1a t&che lo caloul sora 
fait on totealisent les sommes échéant dans le mois & 
l'ouvrier ou a lfomployé. 


Article 3. Les feumes employéos & des t&ches ou & 
des fonctions idontiques A celles des ouvriers ou emplo- 
yés sont rémunérées au mmo salaire de base majoré des 
taux prévus A ltarticlo 1 que les ouvriers ov employés 
Proposés aux t&ches ov fonctions susdites. 


ti 4. Dans le cas of des émolumonts nets globaux 

saievaee Soe 41 est dit ci-dessus & l'article 1 aa 
employé ou ouvrier &gé de plus de 20.ans et coun teesat 
a l'entreprise ou 1'établissement A quoi il ost attac é 
48 heures de service effectif par semaine et n sage ere a 
Pas par ailleurs auoune autre activité rémunérée, ts - 
draient pas le minimum de 75 L.L. par mois & Beyrouth e 
865 onvirons immédiats et 70 L.L. par mois or our a. ‘ 
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« En sus il do re ‘ 
angie ae 1téchelon de ltemploy& ou ouvrier. 
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Article 5. Le 8alairg minim 
ouvriers ongagés aprds ig 31 décembre 1gp1o¥es on. 
Salaire effectif payg 4 cotte date dans une entran F 
Similaire pour lag mmo .catégorie de salairg one = 
des taux préyigs a l'Article 1, 5 majorés 
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Article 7. No sont as a 
dispositions préyuos & Hastie oe l'application des 


Les entreprises régies per ltarrété No, 
: 


18 novembre 1941 modif 408/FL du 


bar ltérrété du 3 mars 1943; 


Les salaires de familic clest & dire les étab- 
lissoments ot no sont employés que des ascendants 


descendants, -conjoints, fréres et soeurs' du chef ’ 
d'entreprise. ‘ 


Article 8. En sus du salaire minimm 
fix6 & llartiole 1 du présent décret législatif l'allo= 
Cation suivante pour charges de femille est allouée a 


tout employ, ou ouvrier, ou veuve de service, ou Spouse 
dtun impotent: 


10 L.L. pour 1 enfant 
17,50 L.L. pour 2 enfants 
25 L.L. pour 3 enfants 
5O L.L. pour 4 enfants 
55 L.L. pour 5 enfants 


et ce dans les limites d'!fge et les conditions établies 
par les réglements concernant les fonctionnaires de 
l'Etat. 


Tl est alloué en outre 10 livres libanaise pow 
1'épouse vivante en foyer. En cas do polygamie cette 
allocation ntest accordée que pour la premiére feanme. 


Article 9. Toute stipulation de contrat de louage 
de garvice et, d'une maniére générale, toute sachet ae 
qui aurait pour effet de-mettre en écheo d'une mani nes 
quelconque les dispositions de ce décret législatif.es 
nulle de droit. 5 
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esupanies ar avoir rémnéré wn employe Ou Sat saat ee 
salaire infSrieur au taux minimum fixé confo rape ope 
dispositions du présent décret législatif son 2 10) 
d'une amende de 100 & 500 L.L. et d'une peine ony ae 
sonnement d'une semaine & deux mois ou de l'une de ea 
Poines seulement. En caside récidive ces biel gedaan 
Stre doublées et 1'emprisonnement obligatoirement p 
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Article 11, Toute contestation p 
ment du salaire minimum sere Sugée sei 
No. 2051/NI du 26 janvion Ge cclon les Décrots 
décembre 1942, j or 1945 ot No, 741/NI du 16 


Beyrouth, le 12 mat 1943, 


Signé: Ryoubd tabet 
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(TRANSLATION) 


Legislative Decree No. 29/R.7, 
teen, 


The Chief of State, Hoad of tho Government , 


DECREES: 


Article 1. The scale to be used for c 
indemnity for high cost of living provided fon in © 


Decroe No. 204/NI of Aucust 2 
fixed as Pipher ugust 27, 1942, - modified and 


Beginning January 1, 1943, and until fur 
notice, minimum salaries in industrial aad Sousa? 
enterprises which are not listed in Article 7 of the 
present legislative decree will be the same as actual 
salaries paid on December 51, 19359, incroased by the 
following rates: 


180% on salarios or portions of salaries 
not exceeding 25 Lebanese pounds per 
month; 

120% on portions of salaries between 25 and 
50 Lebanese pounds; 

90% on portions of salaries between 51 and 
75 Lebanese pounds; 

60% on portions of salaries betwoon 76 and 
100 Lebanese pounds; 

30% on portions of salaries above 100 
Lebanese pounds per month. 


Article 2. In applying the scale to daily and 
weekly wages and to piece-work, tho calculation will 
be based on the sum of the amounts due during the 
month to the workman or employee. 


Article 3. Women holding jobs or positions similar 
to those held by workmen or employees are romunerated 
at the same basic salary as that of workmen or omployces 
holding the above-mentioned jobs or positions, increased 
by the rates provided for in Article l. 


alculated 

Article 4. In case the total net salary, c a 
as indicated in Article 1 above, of an omphoree or core 
man over 20 years of age giving to the on oer ree 
Seat ner ea re te tine io other paid job, dose net 

eek an Cs) 

econ che aa ae of 75 Lebanese pounds per month 
Beirut and vicinity and 70 Lebanese pounds por mon 


d party will receive as compen- 
pablo en identity equal to the difference. costes 
consideration will be given to tho length of service 
and the grade of the omployeo or workman. 


Article 5 
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Article 5. The min4inm salar 
of 
worlmon ongaged aftor Docember 31) 1958, Wiis eo" 
same as the actual Salary Paid on that date in imi 
enterprise for the 8ano Bee = 


catego 
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Articlo 7. The rovi sio 
applicable to: P Sions of Article 1 are not 


Enterprises soverned by Decree No, 408/FL of 


November 19 1941 modified by t 
Maven &. 1943; ? y the docree of 


Enterprises which have already adopted the 
scale of automatic adjustments of Balaries 
to the cost of living, on condition that 
such scale is not lower than the rates 
provided for in Article 1 of the present 
Legislative decrees 


The salaries of families, 4.0. establishments 
which omploy only the parents » children, 
husband or wife » brothers and sisters of the 
head of the enterprise. 


every employes, wa kman, widow, or wife of a disabled 
persons: . 


10 Lebanese Pounds for 1 child 


17.50 * " 2. children 
25 Sen Mae 
30 tt " " 47 f" 
35 " ft R 5 " 


and this within the limits of age and conditions estab- 
lished by the regulations regarding civil servants. 
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Article 11. All digs utes pr 
the minimum salary wil} Be set egrding the payment of 
Docrees No. 2031/N 


of Docember 15, 1942, 


Beirut, May le, 1943, 


(Signed) Eyoub Tabet 


Transl. HT 
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No. 17 American Logation, Beirut, Lebanon 


April 13, 1943, 
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SOCIAL SERVICES 
(Lebanon) 


OLE) A 05.6 


Prepared by James 7. Soott. 


Decree No. 2031/NI of January 26, 1943 issued 
the Lebanese Government changes the name of the "Section 
du Travail" (Labor Section) of the Ministry of Commerce 
and. Industry to "Service des Affaires Sociales" (Service 
of Social Affairs). A copy and translation ef this 
decree are enclosed. 


The following are the main provisions of the decree: 


1) The study of questions portaining to relations 
between employers and employees, protection of the rights 
of labor, employment, unemployment, conflicts between 
employers and employees, organization of labor unions 
and, in general, difficulties arising from labor contracts 
of whatever nature, industrial, commercial, agricultural, 
or corporations acting under charter from the Government. 


2) Drafting, coordination, and publication of 
legislative decrees or by-laws concerning the above- 
mentioned questions as well as the following: 


5) The permanent control of the application of labor 
laws, fred ree application of organizations of control 
or the taking of measures destined to assure the baie a 
tion thereof, the making of inquiries and compulsory an 
preliminary conoiliation of all labor conflicts. 
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Enclosures: 
1. Copy of Decree No. 2031/NI 
dated January 26, 1943. 


2. Translation of above. 
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(Enclosure No. 1 to report No, 


Legation, Beirut, Lobanen, 17 from the American 


dated Apri} 13, 1943.) 


(From the Tournal Officiel de} 
a Ré 
No. 4065, dated Januery 30, 1943, page Geggutbanaine,* 


(Copy) 


Décret No, 2031/NI 


Portant organisation dy Servi 
des Affaires Sociales i 


— a ecaee—eeenenes 


Le Président de la République Libanaise; 
Vu le Proclamation dy 26 novembre 1941; 
Vu le Décret No, 945/NI du 27 juillet 19423 


Sur la proposition du Ministre du Commerce et de 
l'industrie; 


DECRETE 3 


Article 1. La Section du Travail du Ministére du 
Commerce et de l'industrie est dénommée "Service des 
Affaires Sociales", 


Article 2. Le Service des Affaires Sociales a dans 
ses attributions: 


1) Lt étude des questions relatives aux rapports 
entre employeurs et salari 8, & le Protection du travail 
et la main d'oeuvre nationale » & lfembauchage, au chémage, 
aux conflits entre patrons et ouvriers, & 1! organisation 
des associations professionnelles et en général a toutes 
des difficultés nées du contrat du travail qu'il stagit 
d'entroprisos industrielles, artisanales » commerciales, 
agricoles ou de sociétés concessionnaires soumises au 
contr6le du Gouvernement. 


2) La préparation, la coordination, la publication 
des Fle législatifs ou réglementaires concernant les 
questions susdites et suivantes. 


5) Le contr8le permanont de lfapplication des lois 
du Go. l'étude ot la mise en application des orga- 
hismes de contr6le ou des mesures destinées & en rere 
l'exécution, l'instruction et la conciliation obligatoire 
et préalable de tous les conflits du travail, | 
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Article 3. Le Pr 
Commerce et de l'Indu 
du présent décrat qui 
of besoin sera, 


ésident du Conseil 
Strie, est char é fo Tragre, au 


® ltexécuty 
Sera publigé oy Communiqué partout 


Beyrouth, le 26 Janvier 1943, 


(Signed) Alfred Naccache 


Par le Président de 1p République 
Le Président dy Conseil des Ministres 


(Signed) gamit Solh 


Le Ministre du Commerce 
ot de l'industrie 


(Signed) sans Solh 
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(From the "Journal Officiel q P 
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Nc. 4065, dated January 30, 1045, "page ade, ;ibenainet, 


(TRANSLATION) 


Docroe No. 2031/NI 


Organizing the Service 
of Social Affairs 


Lc, 


The President of the Lobancse Ropublic, 


In view of the Proclamation of November 26, 1941, 
In view of Decree No. 945/NI of July 27, 10942, 


Upon the proposal of the Minister of 
iat: Commerce and 


DECREES : 


Article 1. The "Section of Labor" of the Ministry 


of Commerce and Industry is named "Service of Social 
Affairs", 


Article 2. The Service of Social Affairs has the 
following attributions: 


1) The study of questions portaining to relations 
between employers and employees, protection of the 
rights of labor » employment, unemployment » conflicts 
between employers and employees, organization of labor 
unions and, in general » difficulties arising from labor 
contracts of whatever nature, industrial, commercial, 
and agricultural, or corporations acting under charter 
from the Government. 


2) Drafting coordination, and publication of 
legislative decrees or by-laws concerning the above 
questions as well as the following: 


5) The permanent control of the application of 
labor Bilis ataae and application of organizations of 
control or the taking ef measures destined to ore 
the execution thereof, the making of eee =e A 
compulsory and preliminary conciliation of all labo 
conflicts. 
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Article 3. The President of the Council 
of Commorce and Industry, is Charged with the ect 
of the present Gecree which will be Published or com-= 
municated wherever it may be necessary, 


Beirut, January 26, 1943, 
(Signed) Alfred Naccache 


By the Presidont of the Republic 
The President of the Council of Ministers 


(Signed) Sani Solh 


The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(Signed) Sami Solh 


Transl. MJ 


